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Russ and Tamara Carter, along with their children, run a
300 head commercial cow/calf operation on their ranch
at Lacadena. The ranch encompasses over 6000 acres
of native grass running along the South Saskatchewan
River. Cattle on their ranch have to be environmentally
efficient, utilize forages well, and demonstrate strong
maternal properties and easy calving with good udders.
Carters have been long time customers of Rancher's
Choice Bulls and in 2012 started purchasing quality bulls
from Fleury Cattle Company. These bulls have provided
the performance, size, efficiency, and maternal traits
that the Carters value. Uniform quality, consistency,
weaning weights, feed efficiency, and overall profitability
continue to increase with Fleury bulls and have made
Carters repeat customers. Although the Carter Ranch
experienced the worst drought in over 25 years in 2015,
the steer calves that sold in fall were sorted into two
groups: 40 head averaging 647 Ibs and 74 averaging 551
Ibs without creep feeding. These animals can perform in
the harshest conditions.
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Carters follow a strict vaccine protocol
which includes Bovishield One Shot and Vision 7 Somnus at
branding for calves, with a booster in fall prior to weaning,
along with Ivomec or Safeguard. Breeding stock receives
Bovishield FPVL 5, and Covexin 30 days pre-breeding. Ivomec is
administered in the fall.

Carters develop replacement
heifers carefully with steady growth, longevity, and sustained
profitability in mind. All vaccinations are boosted in the fall
while still on the cow to ensure the best immune response.
Once weaned, they receive the highest quality forages and
a comprehensive mineral package to ensure strong immune
systems and overall health. The heifers demonstrate strong
maternal characteristics, efficient feed use, and a steady rate
of growth. They are handled in a low stress manner that keeps
their immune systems strong and allows safe handling. Bulls
are turned out July 1st and the breeding herd is exposed to bulls
for 60 days to keep a tight calving window. Heifers are exposed
for 45 days. Only the most fertile animals are retained in the
herd. Last year 100% of heifers exposed were with calf at preg
checking. A select group is on offer this year at SLS on April 15.

For more information prior to the sale, please contact Carters at
cartercattle@xplornet.com or 306-574-4908.
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